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Todmorden  Rural  District  Council. 


Annual  Report 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Holme  House, 

Hebden  Bridge, 

June,  1938. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Todmorden  Rural 

District  Council. 

Sir  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
Todmorden  Rural  District  for  the  year  1937. 

The  District  is  mainly  composed  of  hilly  country,  the 
lowest  part  lying  about  350  feet  above  sea  level  and  the 
highest  1,559  feet.  The  River  Calder,  the  Rochdale  Canal, 
the  London,  Midland  and  Scottish  Railway,  and  the 
Halifax  and  Todmorden  Main  Road  lie  close  together  along 
the  valley  at  the  lowest  part  of  the  District. 

The  area  of  the  District  is  20,501  acres.  The  population 
was  4,587  in  1921,  and  the  estimated  population  for  the  mid¬ 
year  1937  wras  4,376.  Some  of  the  inhabitants  belong  to  the 
farming  class,  but  the  majority  are  employed  as  operatives 
in  the  various  cotton  mills  in  the  District  and  in  the  adjoin¬ 
ing  Urban  District  in  the  wholesale  clothing  works  and  the 
weaving  sheds.  In  the  year  1921  there  were  1,527  inhabited 
houses  in  the  District,  and  the  number  of  families  or  separ¬ 
ate  occupiers  in  that  vear  was  3.0.  At  the  end  of  1937  there 
were  1,516  inhabited  houses  in  the  District  according  to 
the  Rate  Books.  The  rateable  value  is  £32,254,  and  the 
sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  is  £129  13s.  7d. 
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STATISTICS:  UNEMPLOYMENT,  YEAR  1937. 


The  Todmorden  Rural  District  has  suffered  in  the  general 
industrial  depression,  but  not  to  the  same  extent  as  other 
districts.  From  the  Employment  Exchange,  which  is  rep¬ 
resentative  of  the  Todmorden  Rural  and  Hebden  Royd  Dis¬ 
tricts,  and  has  some  6,780  members  on  its  registers,  I  ob¬ 
tained  the  following  table,  showing  the  unemployment  in 
these  districts. 

The  figures  down  for  each  month  of  the  Wholly  Un¬ 
employed  and  Temporarily  Suspended  (short-timers)  are: 

1937. 

Month. 


W.U. 

T.S. 

.  Total 

Jan. 

291 

164 

455 

Decrease  due  to  better  weather  conditions 
and  better  trade  in  Wholesale  Clothing. 

Feb. 

275 

157 

432 

The  slight  decrease  is  due  to  better  working 
in  all  trades. 

Mar. 

171 

96 

267 

Decrease  due  to  improvement  in  all  trades. 

Apr. 

254 

173 

427 

The  increase  on  last  month  is  due  to  reor- 
organisation  of  a  Cotton  Firm. 

May 

248 

307 

555 

Increase  due  to  slackness  in  trade  with 
several  smaller  firms  in  Wholesale  Clothing. 

June 

231 

431 

662 

Increase  due  to  slackness  in  Wholesale 
Clothing. 

July 

232 

820 

1052 

Increase  due  to  slackness  in  Wholesale  Cloth¬ 
ing,  also  Woollen  Trade  shows  an  increase  in 
employment. 

Aug. 

248 

962 

1210 

A  further  decrease  in  unemployment  in 
Wholesale  Clothing,  also  Cotton  Weaving, 
Woollen  Blankets,  and  Public  Works  are 
slightly  affected. 

Sep. 

276 

788 

1084 

Decrease  due  to  better  trade  in  Wholesale 
Clothing,  little  change  in  any  other  trade. 

Oct. 

295 

718 

1013 

A  slight  decrease  due  to  one  or  two  smaller 
firms  in  the  Wholesale  Clothing  resuming  full 
time  employment. 

Nov. 

296 

918 

1214 

Increase  due  to  Wholesale  Clothing  trade, 
several  firms  being  on  short  time. 

Dec. 

238 

1133 

1371 

A  further  increase  due  to  Wholesale  Cloth¬ 
ing  trade  being  very  slack. 

Unemployment  during  the  first  half  of  1937  may  be 
considered  as  normal  for  the  District.  Small  variations 
between  trades  did  occur,  but  up  to  the  middle  of  June 
trade  generally  was  very  good  and  particularly  in  Wholesale 
Clothing  and  Engineering. 


After  tlie  July  holidays  there  was  a  sudden  decline  in 
trade  in  the  Wholesale  Clothing  Industry,  which  to  the  end 
of  the  year  did  not  improve.  The  increase  in  the  figures 
relate  to  Temporarily  Suspended  Workers,  and  women  and 
girls  are  mostly  affected.  The  highest  total  last  year  was 
reached  in  August,  when  the  register  was  725. 

The  totally  unemployed  figures  have  not  varied  to  any 
appreciable  extent. 

The  figures  are  taken  from  the  Statistical  Beturns  pre¬ 
pared  about  the  middle  of  each  month  (on  a  Monday)  and 
may  vary  considerably  during  other  weeks. 

The  area  of  this  Exchange  includes  Hebden  Bridge, 
Mytholmrovd,  Charlestown,  Heptonstall,  Erringden,  Black- 
shaw  and  Wadsworth.  Now  that  Mytholmroyd  and  Heb¬ 
den  Bridge  are  merged  into  Hebden  Boyd,  I  should  estimate 
that  75%  of  the  figures  refer  to  Hebden  Boyd  and  Hepton¬ 
stall,  Blackshaw  15%  and  Wadsworth  10%. 

EXTBACTS  FBOM  VITAL  STATISTICS. 

(  Total  M  F  [ Birth-rate  per  1000 

Live  Births  !  T  ...  .  ^ 

]  Legitimate  45  24 

(  Illegitimate  0  0 

Legitimate  1  1 

Illegitimate  0  0 

Total  M. 

Deaths  .  65  87 

Percentage  of  Total  Deaths  occurring  in  Public  Institutions 
—36.76. 

Birth  Bate  (England  and  Wales)  14.9  per  1000  population 
Still  Birth  Bate  ,,  0.60  ,, 

Death  Bate  ,  12.4  ,, 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes. 

Rate  per  1GQ0 

Deaths.  Total  (live  &  still)  Births. 

No.  29.  Puerperal  Sepsis  .  0  0 

No.  30.  Other  Puerperal  Causes  0  0 

Total .  0  0 

Death  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age : — 


Legitimate  . Total  2  Males  1.  Females  1. 

Illegitimate . Total  0.  Males  0.  Females  0. 


F. 
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Estimated 
Besident 

Population  10.28. 

Bate  per  1000 
(live  and  still) 
Total  Births,  21.73 
Bate  per  1000 
Population,  0.22. 

Death-rate  per  1000 
Estimated 
Besident 

Population,  14.85. 
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Death  Bate  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age  per  1000  live- 
births  : — 

Legitimate  44,  Illegitimate  0.  All  Infants  44. 

Death  Bate  Infants  under  1  year  per  1000  live  births  .— 


England  and  Wales — 58. 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) . . .  0 

r,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  .  0 

j ,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  .  0 

r,  Cancer  (all  ages)  .  13 

rr  Heart  Disease  (all  ages)  . 12 

rf  Influenza  1 

t,  Cerebral  Hemorrhage  (all  ages) .  5 

t,  Encephalitis  Lethargica  (all  ages)  .  0 

,,  Diphtheria  (all  ages)  .  0 


f,  Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis  (all  ages)  4 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFEICEBS  OF  LOCAL  AUTHOBITY 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  a  part-time  officer, 
who  also  acts  as  Public  Vaccinator  and  District  M.O.  under 
the  Poor  Law  Act. 

The  Sanitary  Officer  is  a  full-time  officer;  and  other 
Public  Health  Officers  such  as  Veterinary  Surgeons,  Public 
Analysts,  etc.,  come  under  the  control  of  the  West  Biding 
County  Council. 


PBOEESSIONAL  NUBSING  IN  THE  HOME. 

This  is  principally  carried  out  by  the  two  District  Nurses 
attached  to  the  Hebden  Bridge  District  Nursing  Institution. 
These  two  Nurses  are  qualified  both  in  General  and  Mater¬ 
nity  Nursing.  They  attend  confinements  at  a  small  fixed 
fee.  Their  work  is  highly  appreciated,  and  their  services  are 
always  much  in  demand.  Arrangements  are  now  in  force 
whereby  a  Nurse  can  be  provided  by  the  West  Biding  County 
Council  for  the  nursing  of  infectious  diseases  in  the  home, 
in  the  event  of  there  being  no  hospital  accommodation  for 
such  cases. 

The  Hebden  Bridge  District  Nursing  Institution  is  man, 
aged  very  successfully  by  a  local  Committee,  and  is  supported 
principally  by  voluntary  contributions.  The  Institution  re¬ 
ceives  a  subsidy  from  the  Ministry  of  Health  towards  the  cost 
of  running  the  Maternity  service.  It  has  no  connection  with 
the  Local  Authority.  Midwives:  The  two  District  Nurses 
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referred  to,  and  one  Private  Nurse  who  is  in  charge  of  a 
"Private  Maternity  Home,  are  the  only  practising  midwives 
in  the  area. 

The  local  authority  makes  no  subsidy  towards  practising 
midwives. 

There  was  no  change  in  this  service  during  the  year. 


LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 

Pathological  and  bacteriological  examinations  are  carried 
jut  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Wakefield.  Auto¬ 
genous  vaccines  and  sera  are  supplied  free  of  charge  to  local 
medical  men  requiring  same.  The  services  of  the  laboratory 
are  much  availed  of  by  the  local  practitioners  in  this  district. 

Diphtheria  anti-toxin  is  supplied  by  your  Council  free 
of  charge  to  any  medical  practitioner  requiring  it. 


LEGISLATION  IN  FORCE. 

1889,  Dec.  4. — The  Todmorden  Union  R.S.A.  adopted 
the  Infectious  Diseases  Notification  Act,  1889,  to  come  into 
operation  on  February  1st,  1900,  (52  and  53  Viet.  c.  72.) 

1891,  June  3. — Infectious  Diseases  Prevention  Act,  1890 
(53  and  54  Viet.,  c.  34),  adopted  in  its  entirety,  to  come 
into  operation  on  1st  August,  1891. 

1891,  June  3. — Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act, 
1890  (53  and  54  Viet.,  c.  59),  Part  3  of  Act,  so  far  as 
applicable  to  a  Rural  Authority,  adopted,  to  come  into  oper¬ 
ation  on  1st  August,  1891. 

1885,  June  19. — Order  of  Local  Government  Board, 
investing  Guardians  with  Urban  powers  to  contributory  place 
of  Heptonstall.  Secs.  42  and  44  Public  Health  Act,  1875; 
Secs.  157  and  158,  Public  Health  Act,  1875. 

1902,  Jan.  4. — Order  of  Local  Government  Board  in¬ 
vesting  R.D.C.  with  Urban  powers  as  to  providing  and 
maintaining  public  urinals  and  determining  expenses  in¬ 
curred  to  be  special  expenses.  Applies  to  all  the  R.D. 

1893,  Sept.  19. — Order  of  Local  Government  Board 
declaring  expenses  incurred  under  Sections  42,  44,  157  and 
158  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  within  the  Contributory 
place  of  Heptonstall.  to  be  “  Special  Expenses  ”  within  the 
meaning  of  Sections  229  and  230  of  the  said  Act,  and  to  be 
charged  upon  the  said  Contributory  place. 


1887,  Nov.  3.  1890,  April  29. — Heptonstall  Drainer© 

Scheme.  2.11.87  Letter  and  Order  re  Special  Expenses. 

1907,  Dec.  26. — Order  (No.  51,789)  of  the  L.G.B.  in¬ 
vesting  R.D.C.  with  Urban  Powers  (for  the  Parish  of  Black¬ 
shaw)  Sec.  160  Public  Health  Act  incorporating  Towns 
Improvement  Clauses  Act,  1847,  respecting  naming  of 
streets  and  numbering  of  houses.  Expenses  (excepting 
establishment  and  officers)  to  be  Special  Expenses  and 
chargeable  upon  Blackshaw  only. 

1909,  Feb.  17. — Order  (No.  53,340)  of  L.G.B.  investing 
R.D.C.  with  Urban  Powers  under  Sect.  45  of  the  P.H.  Act 
1875,  for  Blackshaw,  Erringden,  Heptonstall,  and  Wads¬ 
worth,  re  Refuse  Tips.  Expenses  to  be  Special  (excepting 
establishment  and  officers)  and  chargeable  on  Contributory 
places  accordingly.  (See  Order  of  20th  March,  1919). 

1909,  July  16. — Order  (54,103)  of  L.G.B.  investing 
R.D.C.  with  Urban  Powers  under  Sect.  42  Public  Health  Act 
1875,  re  Watering  of  Streets,  for  Blackshaw,  Erringden,  and 
Wadsworth  (Heptonstall  being  provided  for  by  previous 
Order) .  Expenses  to  be  Special  (establishment  and  officers 
excepted)  and  chargeable  accordingly  on  Contributory 
places. 

1912,  Feb.  29. — Order  (58,239)  of  L.G.B.  investing 
R.D.C.  with  Urban  Powers  for  Parishes  of  Erringden,  Hep¬ 
tonstall,  and  Wadsworth.  Sect.  160  Public  Health  Act  1875, 
incorporating  Towns  Improvement  Clauses  Act  1847,  res¬ 
pecting  Naming  of  Streets  and  Numbering  of  Houses.  Ex¬ 
penses  (excepting  establishment  and  officers)  to  be  Special 
Expenses  chargeable  upon  the  Parish  in  respect  of  which 
they  have  been  incurred. 

1912,  April  10. — Order  (58,488)  of  L.G.B.  investing 
R.D.C.  with  Urban  powers  under  Secs.  42  and  44  of  Public 
Health  Act  1875  (so  far  as  not  previously  in  force)  for 
Blackshaw,  Erringden  and  Wadsworth  (Heptonstall  having 
already  such  powers  under  Orders  of  1885  and  1893),  and 
declaring  expenses  (excepting  establishment  and  officers) 
to  be  Special  Expenses  chargeable  upon  Parish  in  respect 
of  which  they  are  incurred.  Sec.  42  relates  to  Scavenging 
and  Cleansing;  Sec.  44  relates  to  Bye-laws  for  ditto 

1919,  March  20. — Order  (65,193)  of  L.G.B.  determin¬ 
ing  all  expenses  (except  establishment  and  officers)  to  be 
Special  Expenses  chargeable  upon  Parish  in  respect  of  which 
they  are  incurred.  Applies  to  Blackshaw,  Erringden,  and 
Wadsworth.  For  Cleansing  of  Closets,  Privies,  Ashpits  and 
Cesspools.  As  to  removal  of  House  Refuse  see  Order  of 
17th  February,  1909.  For  Heptonstall  see  Order  of  19th 
September,  1893. 
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1919,  Nov.  10. — Order  65,544  of  Minister  of  Health 
declaring  all  expenses  legally  incurred  in  respect  of  Sewage 
Disposal  Works  for  Contributory  Place  of  Heptonstall  to 
be  Special  Expenses. 

1921,  Feb.  26. — Order  66,973,  Ministry  of  Health,  to 
operate  from  21st  March,  1921,  investing  R.D.C.  with  Urban 
Powers  with  respect  to  Fires  in  respect  of  the  Rural  District. 
General  Expenses. 

1924,  Jan.  14. — Order  68,972,  Ministry  of  Health,  de¬ 
claring  Section  50  (as  to  Ambulance)  of  Public  Health  Acts 
Amendment  Act  1907,  to  be  in  force  in  Todmorden  Rural 
District.  General  expenses. 

1924,  Jan.  28. — Order  69,998,  investing  Todmorden 
R.D.C.  with  Urban  Powers  under  Section  154  of  Public 
Health  Act  1875,  as  to  purchase  of  premises  for  widening 
etc.  any  street  in  the  Rural  District,  but  not  for  the  making 
of  a  new  street.  General  expenses. 

1925,  Feb.  16. — Home  Secretary  Order  472  867/1,  put¬ 
ting  Section  90  (Agreements  as  to  Fire  Appliances)  of  Public 
Health  Acts  Amendment  Act  1890  into  force  in  Todmorden 
Rural  District.  General  Expenses. 

1925,  March  11.  —  Slaughter  Houses  and  Knackers’ 
Yards.  The  Rural  District  Councils’  (Slaughter-houses) 
Order,  1924,  empowers  Rural  District  Councils  to  exercise 
the  duties  of  an  Urban  Authority  under  the  following 
enactments : — 

(1)  s.s.  169  and  170.  Public  Health  Act,  1875. 

(2)  s.s.  29  to  31.  Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  1890. 

1925,  May  9. — M.H.  Order  No.  69,980,  investing  R.D.C. 
with  Urban  Powers  (re  Public  Lighting)  under  Section  161 
of  the  1st  paragraph  P.H.  Act  1875,  in  all  the  Contributory 
Places,  and  Section  163  in  Contributory  Places  of  Blackshaw 
and  Frringden.  Expenses  to  be  Special  Expenses  upon  the 
Contributory  Place  in  respect  of  which  they  have  been 
incurred. 

1926,  July  21. — Letter  of  Ministry  of  Health  (I.B. 
2432/8988)  sanctioning  communication  of  a  sewer  in  Hurst 
Road  with  the  Hebden  Bridge  Urban  District  Council’s 
sewer,  re  Hurst  Drainage. 

1926,  August  24. — Order  of  Ministry  of  Health  deter¬ 
mining  to  be  Special  Expenses  chargeable  on  Wadsworth 
expenses  in  respect  of  sewage  disposal,  under  an  agreement 
of  July  14,  1926,  with  Hebden  Bridge  Urban  District  Council 
re  Hurst  Road  Drainage. 

1928,  May  15th. — Bye-laws  and  Regulations  Common 
Lodging  Houses. 
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Adoptive  Acts. 

Infectious  Diseases  (Prevention)  Act,  1890 — The  whole. 

Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  1890 — Part  III. 
only. 

Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  190 — No. 

Do.  do.  1907 — No. 

Private  Street  Works  Act,  1892 — No. 

Public  Health  Act,  1925 — No. 

Any  Urban  Powers  obtained  in  1932 — No. 

Bye-Laws  and  Regulations  in  force  in  District: — 


Subject. 


Date  of  Approval. 


Cleansing  of  Footways  and  Pavements 

Scavenging  . . 

Prevention  of  Nuisances  . 

Common  Lodging  Houses  . 

New  Streets  and  Buildings  . 

Alteration  of  Buildings  . 

Slaughter-Houses  . 

Baths  and  Wash-Houses  . 

Houses  let  in  Lodgings  . 

Cemeteries  . 

Mortuaries  . 

Offensive  Trad  es  . 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  . 

Smoke  Abatement  . 


None  Approved. 

» »  >  > 

May,  1928. 
March,  1932. 
None  Approved. 

y  y  y  y 

y  y  y  y 

y  y  y  y 

i  y  yy 

y  y  yy 

y  y  •  > 

y  y  y  y 

y  y  y  y 


Any  Bye-laws  made  under  Section  6  of  the  Housing  Act, 
‘  1925— No. 


Any  Bye-laws  made  under  Section  68  of  the  Housing  Act, 
1  1925— No. 


HOSPITALS. 

There  are  no  Hospitals  in  the  District,  but  those 
available  for  use  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  area  are  as 
follows :  — 

BEDS. 


General  Medical  )  LOYAL  HALIFAX  M.  F< 

General  Surgical  j  INFIEMALY  97  70 

Children  ,,  43 

Maternity  ,,  20 


Venereal  Diseases  ,,  Included  in  above  figures. 

Orthopaedic  ,,  ,, 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  ,,  ,, 
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The  HALIFAX  GENERAL  HOSPITAL,  which  is  a 
Municipal  Hospital  having  405  beds,  and  being  fully  equip¬ 
ped  in  all  departments.  It  takes  patients  from  the  area 
originally  bounded  by  the  Halifax  Poor  Law  Union  (popu¬ 
lation  approximately  190,000).  During  the  past  year  40 
patients  were  admitted  from  our  district,  of  which  16  were 
pregnancy  cases  (chiefly  abnormal),  and  the  rest  a  variety 
of  medical  and  surgical  cases.  During  the  year  a  block  of 
19  single  private  wards  has  been  added  to  the  hospital  for 
the  nursing  of  Medical  and  Surgical  cases.  These  have  been 
well  occupied  and  greatlv  appreciated,  and  patients  from 
outside  the  Borough  of  Halifax  are  treated  at  the  inclusive 
rate  of  £3  13s.  6d.  per  week.  (For  this  information  I  am 
indebted  to  Air.  H.  I.  Deitch,  M.S.  (Lond.),  F.R.C.S.  (the 
Medical  Superintendent) . 

Tuberculosis  ...The  Sanatoria  under  the  administration  of 
the  West  Riding  County  Council. 

Chronic  Sick. . . STAN SFIELD  VIEW  HOSPITAL,  31  Male 
Beds  and  31  Female  Beds. 

Mental . Under  County  Council  Administration. 

Alental  Deficiency — Under  County  Council  Administration. 

Puerperal  Fever  &  Pyrexia... St.  Luke’s  Hospital,  Halifax. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum... Ditto,  by  arrangement  with  the 
County  Council. 

Fevers  . FIELDEN  HOSPITAL,  Todmorden. 

(See  below  for  particulars). 

Smallpox... SOURHALL  HOSPITAL,  Todmorden,  34  Beds. 

The  Fielden  and  Sourhall  Hospitals  are  managed  respec¬ 
tively  by  the  Joint  Hospital  Committees,  and  Todmorden 
Rural  District  Council  is  one  of  the  local  authorities  of  each 
Committee,  the  finances  of  the  Committee  being  met  by 
precept. 

Institutional  provision  is  provided  for  unmarried 
mothers,  illegitimate  children,  or  homeless  children,  at  the 
Union  Hospital  (Stansfield  View,  Todmorden),  and  the 
General  Hospital,  Halifax. 


There  is  one  Registered  Maternity  Home  in  your  area, 
this  being  under  the  supervision  of  the  County  M.O.H. 

The  investigation  of  maternal  deaths,  and  cases  of  puer¬ 
peral  fever  or  puerperal  pyrexia,  is  undertaken  by  the 
County  Aledical  Officer  of  Health. 
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AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 


Infectious  cases  are  removed  by  an  Ambulance  from 
the  Fever  Hospital.  Non-infectious  and  Accident  cases  are 
removed  by  an  Ambulance  jointly  owned  by  Todmorden 
Rural  Council  and  Hebden  Royd  Urban  Council.  Both 
these  ambulances  are  of  the  modern  motor  type,  and  with 
regard  to  the  Accident  Ambulance,  patients  are  called  upon 
to  pay  a  nominal  amount  on  each  occasion  when  the  same 
is  used.  The  Ambulance  services  in  this  area  are  quite 
adequate. 

CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 

There  is  a  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre  estab¬ 
lished  in  Hebden  Bridge.  A  Clinic  for  mothers  and 
babies  is  held  once  weekly,  under  the  supervision  of  a 
lady  doctor  and  two  nurses.  The  attendances  at  this  Clinic 
have  increased  considerably  in  recent  years. 

An  Ante-natal  Clinic  is  held  bi-monthlv  and  is  being 
well  attended.  It  is  under  the  supervision  of  a  Lady  Doctor, 
and  is  held  on  the  second  and  last  Friday  of  each  month 
at  2  p.m. 

School  Clinics  are  held  twice  weekly  at  this  Centre  and 
are  attended  by  the  Health  Nurse. 

Tuberculosis  Dispensaries  are  held  weekly  at  both 
Todmorden  and  Sowerby  Bridge.  The  distance  to  either  of 
these  Dispensaries  is  about  four  miles  from  most  parts  of 
this  area. 

The  nearest  treatment  centre  for  venereal  diseases  is 
at  the  Royal  Halifax  Infirmary,  some  eight  miles  away. 

The  Clinics  referred  to  are  under  the  control  of  the 
West  Riding  Countv  Council. 

There  was  no  change  during  the  year. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water. — The  supply  is  mainly  from  springs  and  wells, 
partly  private  and  partly  distributed  by  the  Council.  In 
Heptonstall  village  a  bulk  supply  was  laid  on  from  Halifax 
new  filtration  plant  at  Hollin  Hall,  Hebden  Bridge.  This 
supplies  394  houses,  and  has  been  found  satisfactory  during 
the  year  in  quality  and  quantity.  Three  private  supplies 
were  analysed  and  found  satisfactory.  The  village  of  Hepton¬ 
stall  now  having  its  own  water  supply,  I  urge  the  residents 
to  avail  themselves  of  the  many  advantages  that  can  be 
derived  from  such.  It  was  gratifying  to  know  that  185 
houses  had  been  connected  up  with  the  new  supply  at  the 
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end  of  year  1932;  at  tlie  end  of  1933,  244  houses;  and  at  the 
end  of  1936,  389  houses  were  connected  to  the  new  supply. 
This  will  help  considerably  to  reduce  the  number  of  pail  or 
tub  closets,  the  number  of  which  up  to  now  has  been  per¬ 
force  altogether  too  high.  Any  expenditure  incurred  in 
getting  the  water  laid  on  will  be  more  than  compensated  for 
by  the  comfort  and  convenience  derived  therefrom. 

The  supply  was  extended  to  5  houses  during  the  year 
1937. 


Rivers  and  Streams.  —  No  complaints  were  received 
from  the  West  Riding  Rivers  Board. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. — No  extensions  were  made 
during  1937.  Col-den  and  Wadsworth  districts  require 


sewering. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

Number  of  Privies  with  open  middens  . . .  8 

Number  of  Pail  or  Tub  Closets  . . .  525 

Number  of  Privies  with  covered  middens  .  59 

Number  of  Water  Closets  . . .  298 

Waste  Water  Closets  . . . .  8 


Number  reconstructed  during  1937  (a)  as  w.c.’s — 6;  (b) 

other — 0. 

Number  of  Closets  and  other  than  Privies  reconstructed 
during  1937  as  w.c.’s — 6. 

Number  of  additional  Closets  provided  for  old  property  in 
1937 — (a)  w.c.’s  0,  (b)  other  10. 

Number  of  Closets  constructed  in  1937  for  new  houses — (a) 
w.c.’s  0,  (b)  other  0  (pail  closets). 

The  Council  contribute  £2  towards  the  cost  of  each 
conversion  of  privy  and  pail  to  w.c.  system. 

Public  Cleansing. — 

(a)  Dry  ashes  by  horse  and  cart  weekly  from  most  parts 

of  the  district.  Outlying  districts  are  collected 
every  two  months. 

(b)  Nightsoil  by  horse  and  cart  during  the  day  weekly  from 

most  parts  of  the  district. 

(c)  The  dry  house  refuse  is  disposed  of  on  the  Tips. 
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(d)  Most  of  the  nightsoil  is  buried  on  the  Tips.  A  small 

portion  is  disposed  of  by  farmers. 

(e)  There  is  one  cesspool  in  the  area. 

There  were  1,280  loads  brought  to  the.  Tips  in  1937' 
at  a  cost  of  £1050  6s.  lid. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. — The  following  table 
submitted  to  me  by  your  Sanitary  Inspector  shows  in  tabular 
form  the  work  done  during  the  year  ended  31st  December,. 
1937. 


INSPECTION  OF  PEEMISES. 

For  Nuisances  only  . . .  65 

Nuisances  found  in  1937  . . . . .  44 

Nuisances  in  hand  at  end  of  1936  .  10 

Total  needing  abatement  . . .  54 

Abated  during  1937  . . . . .  34 

Outstanding  end  of  1937  . . .  20 

Notices  served  informal  .  54 

Complied  with  . 34- 

Notices  served  statutory  .  4 

Complied  with  . 2 

Total  number  of  Summonses  or  other  legal  proceedings  3 

Houses  inspected  for  ’’  Housing  defects  in  1937  under 

Acts  and  Regulations  .  164 

Houses  found  satisfactory  on  inspection  .  23 

Houses  needing  further  action  .  141 

Houses  found  with  defects .  141 

Defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence 

of  informal  action  .  16 

Inspections  of  Houses  let  in  Lodgings  .  0 

Inspection  of  Offensive  Trades  (Tripe  Dressing) .  0 

Number  of  samples  of  Milk  taken  for  analysis  under 

E.  and  D.  Acts  .  0 

Number  of  Cowshed  Inspections  during  1937 .  258 

Number  of  seizures  of  Unsound  Food  .  0 

Number  of  Inspections  of  Slaughterhouses  .  156 

Number  of  Inspections  of  Bakehouses  .  12 

Number  of  Smoke  Observations  taken  .  7 

Number  of  Cautions  as  a  result  of  such  observations  ...  2 
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Shops  Act,  1934. — Sections  10  and  13  (3). 

No.  of  visits  paid  under  the  Act  during  1937 — None. 
Unsatisfactory  condition  found — None. 

Swimming  Baths  &  Pools — There  are  none  in  the  area. 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

1  (a)  Council  Houses:  Infested — None- 

Disinfested — None- 

(b)  Other  Houses.:  Infested — None. 

Disinfested — -None. 

Method  of  Disinfesting — None  yet  adopted. 

3  Methods  employed  of  cleansing  tenants’  belongings 
before  removal  to  Council  House — Fumigation. 

•4  Work  of  Disinfestation  would  be  carried  out  if 
necessary  by  the  local  authority. 

•5  The  measures  taken  by  way  of  supervision  or  educa- 
cation  of  tenants  to  prevent  infestation  or  re-infes¬ 
tation  after  cleansing — None  employed. 

PREMISES  AND  OCCUPATIONS  WHICH  CAN  BE 
CONTROLLED  BY  BYE-LAWS  OR  REGULATIONS. 


Total  No.  of 


Regulated  Buildings,  No. 

Trades,  &c.  Disti 

in 

No.  on 

Inspections 

General 

Legal  Pro- 

ict. 

Register. 

Made. 

Condition. 

ceedings. 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

0 

. .  0 

. .  0  . . 

— 

— - 

Canal  Boats  . 

0 

.  .  0 

.  .  0  . . 

— 

— 

Knackers’  Yards  . 

0 

,.  0 

,  .  0  . . 

—— 

*— 

Houses  let  in  Lodgings  . . 

0 

.  .  0 

.  .  0  .  . 

— - 

— 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds.. 

1 

. .  1 

.  .  3 

' - - 

None 

Offensive  Trades  . 

0 

. .  0 

.  .  0  . . 

— 

t — - 

(Tripe  Boiling.) 


Have  the  Council  declared  any  other  processes  to  be 
offensive  trades? — No. 

Schools. — The  Sanitary  condition  of  the  Schools  in  the 
area  may  be  said  to  be  good.  All  have  a  satisfactory  water 
supply.  The  responsibility  for  the  general  health  of  the 
children  rests  with  the  School  Medical  Officer  for  the  county, 
Dr.  Potts,  and  the  Medical  Inspectors  acting  under  him. 
The  children  are  examined  regularly,  with  the  result  that 
where  physical  defects  are  discovered  subsequent  action  is 
taken  with  consequent  good  results. 

There  are  five  Schools  in  your  district. 

Health  Education. — Health  Week  lectures  were  given 
voluntarily  by  the  teachers  and  others  to  the  children  attend¬ 
ing  the  Schools. 
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Rag  Flocks  Acts,  1911  and  1928.  — There  are  no  premises 
in  the  District  on  which  rag  flock  is  manufactured,  used  or 
sold. 


HOUSING  STATISTICS  TOR  THE  YEAR  1937. 


Number  of  Houses  erected  during  the  year  1937:  — 

(a)  By  the  Local  Authority  .  0 

(b)  By  private  enterprise  .... . .  0 


T  o 1  a  1*. 


0 


1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year:  — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  Dwellinghouses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  .  164 

(b)  No.  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose  164 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (included  under 

Sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regu¬ 
lations,  1925  . . . . .  145 

No.  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose  .  145 

(3)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to 

be  unfit  for  human  habitation  .  4 

(4)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  Sub-head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 

for  human  hibitation  .  137 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 

formal  notices:- — 

Number  of  defective  dwellinghouses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  .  16 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year: — - 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936: 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

Notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  .  4 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices:  — 

(a)  By  Owners  . 4 

(b)  By  Local  Authority,  in  default  of  owners  .  0 
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(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  wrere  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  .  16 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices:  — 


(a)  By  Owners  .  16 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners .  0 


c  &  d  Proceedings  under  Sections  11,  12  and  13  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936:  — 

(1)  Number  of  Separate  Tenements  of  Under¬ 

ground  Booms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  wTere  made  .  0 

(2)  Number  of  Separate  Tenements  or  Under¬ 

ground  Booms  in  respect  of  which  Closing- 
Orders  were  determined,  the  tenement  or  room 


having  been  rendered  fit  .  0 

(3)  Number  of  Dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  .  0 

(4)  Number  of  Dwellinghouses  demolished  in  pur¬ 
suance  of  Demolition  Orders  .  0 


4  Housing  Act,  1936. — Overcrowding. 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the 


end  of  the  year  .  18 

(ii)  Number  of  families  therein  .  18 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  . 108 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  .  0 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  .  7 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  42 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwellinghouses 

have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the 
Local  Authority  have  taken  steps  for  abate¬ 


ment  of  overcrowding  .  None 
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(e)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  overcrowd¬ 
ing  conditions  upon  which  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  may  consider  it  desirable  to 
report — Many  families  are  occupying  houses 
with  accommodation  greater  than  their  actual 
needs,  and  at  the  moment  the  Council  are 
inclined  to  favour  the  method  of  redistribu¬ 
tion  rather  than  that  of  building  houses  for 
the  abatement  of  overcrowding. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

(a)  Milk  Supply  . — Two  Registers  are  kept  as  required 
by  Section  2  (3)  of  the  1922  Milk  and  Dairies  (Amendment) 
Act  (a)  for  Retailers  and  (b)  for  Cowkeepers  or  Wholesale 
Traders.  Two  licences  have  been  granted  under  the  Milk 
and  Dairies  (Special  Designation)  Order,  1936,  for  produc¬ 
tion  of  Grade  A  (Tuberculin  tested) ,  and  one  for  Production 
of  “  Accredited  Milk.”  None  was  applied  for  production 
of  Pasteurised  Milk. 

No  milk  samples  were  taken  by  Officers  of  the  Sanitary 
Authority  for  (a)  bacterial  count  or  (b)  presence  of  tuber¬ 
culosis,  under  the  F.  and  D.  Acts,  1928. 

Five  samples  of  milk  were  taken  for  the  County 
Authority:  four  were  satisfactory,  one  was  unsatisfactory. 

There  were  no  samples  taken  by  the  Local  Authority 
for  analysis  or  bacteriological  examination. 

There  is  no  special  examination  under  the  F.  and  D. 
Act,  of  milk  for  dirt. 

There  are  965  milk  cows  in  the  district. 

There  are  105  Cowkeepers  in  the  district,  94  of  whom 
are  registered. 

There  are  15  Wholesale  Traders  and  65  Retail  Milk 
Sellers  registered.  The  total  number  of  Cowsheds  is 
115,  and  these  were  inspected  258  times  during  the  year. 

The  Cowsheds  in  your  area  may  be  considered  very 
satisfactory  on  the  whole. 

Meat  Inspection. 

There  are  three  Slaughterhouses  in  the  district,  one 
registered  and  2  licensed,  which  were  inspected  156  times. 
There  is  no  Public  Abattoir  in  the  district. 
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Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 

Cat/le  Sheep 

(excluding  and 


Number  killed  (if  known)  . 

Cows) 

60 

Cows 

44 

Calves 

5 

Lambs 

196 

Pigs 

11 

Number  Inspected . 

60 

44 

5 

196 

11 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis 

(a)  Whole  carcases  condemned 

0 

2 

0 

2 

0 

(b)  Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  ... 

0 

8 

0 

0 

0 

(c)  Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected"  affected  with 

diseases  other  than  Tuber¬ 
culosis  . 

0% 

22% 

0% 

0.5% 

0% 

Tuberculosis  only — 

(a)  Whole  carcases  condemned 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

(bx  Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  ... 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

(c)  Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 

Tuberculosis  . 

0% 

61% 

0%' 

0% 

0% 

No  samples  (other  than  Milk) 

were 

taken 

for  exam- 

ination  under  the  F.  &  D.  Act  1928. 


There  are  6  Bakehouses  in  the  district,  none  under¬ 
ground.  These  were  inspected  16  times  during  the  year 
and  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

Adulteration,  etc. — The  West  Biding  County  Council  ;s 
the  Authority  under  the  Sale  of  Foods  and  Drugs  Act,  but 
your  Sanitary  Inspector  takes  samples  of  Milk  for  examina¬ 
tion.  No  samples  were  taken  during  the  year. 

Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Food. — 

Chemical  analyses  are  carried  out  by  Mr.  Richardson,  of 
Bradford,  and  Bacteriological  examinations  are  carried  out 
at  the  County  Hall,  Wakefield. 

Nutrition.  —  Dissemination  of  knowledge.  No  action 
taken. 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFEC¬ 
TIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

Influenza  was  prevalent  at  the  beginning  of  the  year, 
but  was  not  of  a  serious  nature.  One  death  was  recorded. 
There  was  a  prevalence  of  Measles  in  March,  April  and 
May,  school  children  and  young  adults  being  equally 
affected.  No  local  action  was  taken  in  regard  to  the  use 
of  Measles  Serum.  Chicken-pox  and  Whooping  Cough 
were  also  prevalent  during  the  second  quarter.  Two  cases 
of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified  during  the  year,  both  of  these 
cases  occurring  in  December.  One  case  of  Diphtheria 
occurred  during  the  year;  the  case  had  not  been  previously 
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inoculated  against  diphtheria.  School  children  can  be 
immunised  against  diphtheria  free  of  charge  by  their  own 
doctors  or  at  the  Clinics  held  locally. 

I  do  not  know  of  any  use  of  the  Shick  and  Dick  Tests 
in  Diphtheria  and  Scarlet  Fever  having  been  made. 

There  were  no  primary  vaccinations  or  re-vaccinations 
performed  by  me  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health  under  the 
Public  Health  (Smallpox  Prevention)  Eegulations,  1917. 
The  total  number  of  Primary  Vaccinations  performed  in  the 
district  for  the  year  was  4,  an  exceedinglv  small  number 
indeed,  compared  with  the  number  of  births. 

There  were  no  cases  of  anthrax,  psittacosis  undulant 
fever,  glandular  fever  or  epidemic  jaundice. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DUBING  THE  YEAB  1987. 


Total  Cases 

Disease.  cases  admitted  Total 

notified,  to  hospital.  Deaths 


Smallpox  .  0  ...  0 

Scarlet  Eever  .  2  ...  2 

Diphtheria  .  1  ...  1 

Enteric  Fever  (including  Paratyphoid)  0  ...  0 

Puerperal  Fever  .  0  ...  0 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  .  1  ...  1 

Pneumonia  .  4  ...  2 

Erysipelas  .  1  ...  0 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 


Age  Periods. 

Scarlet  Fever — 2  at  five  years  of  age. 

Diphtheria — One  under  10  years  of  age. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia — One  at  20  years  of  age. 

Pneumonia — One  at  5  years,  1  at  35,  1  at  45,  1  at  65  &  over. 
Ervsipelas — One  at  45  years. 


PKEVENTION  OF  BLINDNESS. 


No  action  was  taken  under  Section  66  of  the  Public 
Health  Amendment  Act,  1925. 


OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM, 


Cases. 

Notified. 

Treated. 

At 

Home. 

In 

Hospital. 

Vision 

Unimpaired 

Vision 

Impaired. 

Total 

Blindness. 

Deaths. 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1937:  — 


There  were  3  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  during  the  year, 
all  of  these  cases  having  been  previously  notified  to  me. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  (PREVENTION  OF 
TUBERCULOSIS)  REGULATIONS,  1925. 

No  action  was  deemed  necessary  to  be  taken  under 
these  Regulations. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1925,  SECTION  62. 

No  action  has  been  found  necessary  to  be  taken  under 
this  Section  during  1937. 

I  have  the  honour,  Gentlemen,  to  remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Francis  Joseph  Dowdall,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  B.A.O., 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Annual  Report  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year 
year  1937  for  the  Rural  District  of  Todmorden,  on  the 
administration  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901, 
in  connection  with  Factories,  Workshops,  and  Work= 
places. 


1. — Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops,  and  Workplaces, 
Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or 
Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


Premises. 

(1) 

Factories  . 

(Including  Factory  Laundries) 

Workshops  . 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries) 

Workplaces  . 

(Other  than  Outworkers’  premises) 


Number  of  Written 
Inspections.  Notices 

(2)  (3) 

.  9  ...  4 

..  6  ...  4 

0  ...  0 


Prosecu¬ 

tions 

w 

.  0 


0 


0 


Total 


15 


8 


0 


2. — Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts: — * 


Particulars. 

(1) 

Want  of  Cleanliness  . 

Want  of  Ventilation  . 

Overcrowding  . 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors  . 

Other  Nuisances  . 

Sanitary  )  Insufficient  . . . 

accomtno-  r  unsuitable  or  defective 
dation.  ^  not  separate  for  sexes... 


N 

amber  of 

Defects. 

Referred 

No.  of 

Reme¬ 

to  11 .  M . 

Prose¬ 

a 

died. 

Inspector 

cutions. 

(3) 

O) 

(5) 

4 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

. .  0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

. .  0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

. .  0 

0 

0 

..  0 

..  0 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Acts : — 


Illegal  occupation  of  underground 

Bakehouse  (s.  lOli)  . 

fOther  offences  . 

Total . . 


0 

0 

6 


0 

0 

6 


0  . .  0 

0  . .  0 
0  . .  0 


(•Excluding  offences  relating  to  outwork  and  offences  under  the  Sec¬ 
tions  mentioned  in  the  Schedule  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  (Fac¬ 
tories  and  Workshops  Transfer  of  Powers)  Order,  1921. 

*  Including  tfhose  specified  in  Sections  2,  3,  7  and  8  of  the  Factory 
and  Workshop  Act,  1901,  as  remediable  under  the  Public  Health 

Acta. 
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OUTWORK  IN  UNWHOLESOME  PREMISES, 

SECTION  108. 


Nature  of  Work. 
(1) 


Wearing  Apparel — 

Making,  etc . 

Cleaning  and  Wasliing  . . 

Household  linen  . . 

Lace,  lace  curtains  and  nets  _ 

Curtains  and  furniture  hangings 

Furniture  and  upholstery  . 

Electro-plate  . 

File-making  . 

Brass  and  brass  articles . 

Fur  pulling  . . 

Cables  and  chains  . 

Anchors  and  grapnels  . 

Cart  gear  . 

Locks,  latches  and  keys . . 

Umbrellas,  etc . 

Artificial  flowers  . 

Nets,  other  than  wire  nets  . . 

Tents  . 

Sacks  . 

Racquet  and  tennis  balls  . 

Paper  etc.  boxes,  paper  bags  _ 

Brush  making  . 

Pea  picking  . 

Feather  sorting  . 

Carding  etc.  of  buttons,  etc . 

Stuffed  toys  . 

Basket  making  . 

Chocolates  and  sweetmeats  . 

Cosaques,  Christmas  crackers, 
Christmas  stockings,  etc . 

Textile  weaving . 

Lampshades  . 


Instances. 

(2) 


N  oliees 
served 

(3) 


Prosecutions 

(4) 


Total . 


None. 


None. 


None 


Francis  Joseph  Dowdall,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  B.A.O., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


25 


Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector 

For  the  Year  ending  31st  December,  1937. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Todmorden 
Rural  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  for  your  consideration 
the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report  for  the  year  ending  Decem¬ 
ber  31st,  1937. 

The  details  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  work  are  given 
in  the  Medical  Officer’s  Report. 

Naturally  on  account  of  having  to  compile  this  report 
at  short  notice  before  fully  becoming  conversant  with  the 
sanitary  conditions  of  the  district,  I  shall  have  to  rely 
mainly  on  reports  previously  submitted  by  my  predecessors. 


Water. 

Public  supplies  in  the  district  are  : — 

1.  Council’s  supply  in  Heptonstall  Village,  which  is 
laid  on  in  bulk  from  Halifax  Corporation  Filtration  Plant 
at  Iloilin  Hall  to  a  110,000  gallons  capacity  storage  tank  at 
Crown  Point  Hill.  The  work  was  completed  by  contract 
in  1932. 


2.  Council’s  supply  at  Edgehey  Green.  This  source 
being  a  deep  well  from  which  the  water  is  automatically 
pumped  to  a  small  conserving  tank  which  supplies  the 
Golden  district.  The  work  was  completed  in  1914. 

3.  Hebden  Royd  Council’s  supply,  which  is  laid  on  in 
various  properties  bordering  on  the  fringe  of  the  Urban 
District. 

The  total  number  of  houses  on  these  public  supplies  is 
393,  an  increase  of  four  over  last  year. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

No  extension  was  made  to  sewers  or  sewage  disposal 
works  during  the  year.  The  Golden  and  Wadsworth  dis¬ 
tricts  still  require  sewering. 
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Rivers  and  Streams. 

These  have  been  inspected  several  times  and  no  com¬ 
plaints  have  been  received  from  the  Rivers  Board. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

Generally  speaking  the  Sanitary  accommodation  of  the 
district  is  bad,  and  there  are  instances  where  one  closet  has 
to  suffice  for  the  common  use  of  four  or  five  tenants.  How¬ 
ever,  until  the  services  of  sewer  and  water  supply  are  avail¬ 
able  no  definite  improvements  can  be  recorded. 

Public  Cleansing. 

No  change  has  been  made  in  the  method  of  scavenging 
during  the  year.  All  the  Council’s  tips  are  kept  in  a  tidy 
condition. 


Camping  Grounds. 

Nuisances  have  arisen  in  these  camps  from  a  lack  of 
proper  and  sufficient  closet  accommodation.  However, 
recent  legislation  should  be  successful  in  obtaining  a  better 
standard  of  sanitation. 

Smoke  Abatement. 

During  the  year  more  attention  was  paid  to  this  sub¬ 
ject.  Seven  observations  were  made  and  two  cautions 
issued,  which  had  the  effect  of  greatly  reducing  the  amount 
of  smoke  issued. 

Schools. 

There  are  five  in  the  Rural  District,  and  periodical  in¬ 
spections  are  made  of  each. 

Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

The  number  of  Slaughterhouses  in  the  district  is  three, 
and  slaughtering  takes  place  chiefly  on  Sundays,  Mondays 
and  Tuesdavs. 

Ante-mortem  inspection  of  animals  is  not  practicable, 
but  butchers  have  instructions  to  notify  the  Meat  Inspector 
y»r  M.O.H.  in  any  case  in  which  he  has  doubt  as  to  the 
healthiness  of  any  animal,  and  immediate  steps  are  taken 
to  have  the  animal  examined  before  slaughter. 

Every  effort  is  made  to  inspect  the  carcases  and  organs 
of  all  animals  slaughtered  within  the  area,  either  at  the 
time  of  slaughter  or  as  soon  as  possible  afterwards. 
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Sanitary  Inspections  of  the  Area. 


(a)  Total  number  of  Inspections  . 

Alterations  and  Repairs  to  houses  and  works  in 

progress  . 

Scavenging  and  Tips  . 

Inspection  under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts 

Inspections  re  Overcrowding  cases  . 

Infectious  Disease  . 

Smoke  Inspections  . . . 

Factory  and  Workshop  Inspections  . 

Slaughterhouse  Inspections  . 

Complaints  received  and  Inspections  for 

Nuisances  . . 

Meat  and  Food  Inspections  . . 

Drains  Inspections  . 

Bakehouses  . 

Inspections  of  Water  Supplies  &  Sample  taking 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies  . 

Milk  Samples  for  Sediment  Test  . 

Miscellaneous  Visits  . . 

(b)  Legal  Notices  served  under  Public  Health  Acts 
Complied  with 

Letters  or  Informal  Notices  . . . 

Complied  with . 


1029 

102 

10 

164 

11 

5 

9 

21 

156 

69 

189 

25 

12 

9 

258 

0 

97 

4 

2 

54 
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Section  D. — Housing. 

I.  Inspection  of  Dwellinghouses  during  the  year: — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  Dwellinghouses  inspected 
for  housing  defects  under  Public  Health  or 

Housing  Acts  . 164 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  164 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  Dwellinghouses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations  .  145 

(3)  Number  of  Dwellinghouses  needing  further 
action. 

(a)  Number  considered  to  be  in  a  state  so  dan¬ 
gerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  . 4 


2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  service 
of  formal  notices: — 

Number  of  defective  Dwellinghouses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  taken  by  the 
Local  Authoritv  or  their  Officers  .  -16 


3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year: — 

(a)  .Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16, 
Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  . . 

(2)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 


fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  . . .  4 

(a)  By  Owners  .  4 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners...  0 


(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Heabh  Acts: — 

(1)  Number  of  Dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  wrere  served  requiring  defects  to  be 


remedied  .  16 

(2)  Number  of  Dwellinghouses  in  which  defects 

were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  16 
(a)  By  Owners  .  16 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ......  0 


(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936  : — 


(1)  Number  of  representations,  etc.,  made  in  res¬ 
pect  of  Dwellinghouses  unfit  for  habitation  ...  0 

(2)  Number  of  Dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  . 1...1 .  0 

(3)  Number  of  Dwellinghouses  demolished  in  pur¬ 
suance  of  Demolition  Orders  .  0 


4.  Unhealthy  Areas: — 

Have  any  areas  been  declared  Clearance  Areas  during 
the  year  1937?  If  so,  please  give  full  particulars  as  to 
such,  including  station,  number  of  houses,  population,  and 


action  taken  relative  thereto. — None. 

5.  Number  of  New  Houses  erected  during  1937: — 

(a)  By  the  Local  Authority  . .  None 

(b)  By  Private  Enterprise  . .  None 

(».  Housing  Conditions : — 

(1)  Total  number  of  houses  in  the  district  .  1522 

(2)  No.  of  working-class  houses  included  in  the 

above  .  1405 
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(3)  General  observations  as  to  housing  condi¬ 
tions,  overcrowding,  and  shortage  of  houses. 
There  is  ample  accommodation  in  the  dis¬ 
trict,  and  if  the  method  of  redistribution 
could  be  effected  the  overcrowding  could  be 
abated  without  the  Council  going  to  the 
expense  of  providing  new  houses. 

(4)  Any  special  activity  in  house  building?  If 
so,  where? — None. 

(5)  Any  housing  scheme  projected  by  Local 
Authority?  Jf  so,  please  give  particulars. 
Proposed  lay-out  for  the  erection  of  56 
houses  at  West  Laithe,  Heptonstall. 

(6)  Any  regulations  made  in  respect  of  under¬ 
ground  sleeping  rooms  under  Section  12, 
Housing  Act,  1936? — None. 


7.  Town  Planning: — 

(1)  Is  the  Council  a  member  of  any  Regional  Town 
Planning  Committee?  If  so,  which? — None. 

(2)  Is  a  Town  Planning  Scheme  in  force  for 


(a)  The  whole  district  .  None 

(b)  Part  of  the  district  . , .  None 


8.  Has  any  action  been  taken  to  improve  the  housing  con¬ 
ditions  of  tuberculous  families  in  your  district,  either 
by  way  of  building  new  or  special  houses  or  the  grant¬ 
ing  of  snecial  facilities  for  such  families  to  be  housed  ? 
If  so,  please  state  action  taken?  —  No  action  taken. 
None  considered  necessary. 


9.  Housing  Act,  1936,  Part  IV.,  Overcrowding. 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the 

end  of  the  year  .  18 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  .  18 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  .  108 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  .  0 

(c)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  . 7 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  42 
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(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  Dwelling- 
houses  have  again  become  overcrowded  after 
the  Local  Authority  have  taken  steps  for 
the  abatement  of  overcrowding. — None. 

(e)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  of  over¬ 
crowding  conditions  upon  which  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  may  consider  it  desirable  to 
report. — None. 

On  behalf  of  All'.  Banish  aw  I  wish  to  thank  the  Chair¬ 
man  and  the  Members  of  the  Council,  and  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  for  the  assistance  rendered  to  him  in  the 
discharge  of  his  duties. 


I  remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

FRANK  DENTITH  TAYLOR,  A.R.S.I. 


**  ' 


